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or environmental conservation there 
are fewer resources than ever...but 

the natural world isn't getting any smaller 
or less complicated. 

o be the best environmental 
stewards we can be, we need good 

science and we need everybody to work 
together to make the most of our 
combined knowledge and experience. 

hode Island Natural History Survey 
connects people knowledgeable 

about Rhode Island's animals, plants, and 
natural systems with each other and with 
those who can use that knowledge for 
research, education, and conservation.
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BioBlitz 2019: Lou w/ friend, late night plants, art team, and ants.

The Rhode Island Natural History Survey is... 
 Staff Board of Directors 
 David W. Gregg, Ph.D., Executive Director Peter V. August, URI Department of Nat. Resources Sci., ret. 
 Robin Baranowski, Heritage Data Clerk Scott Buchanan, RI DEM, Division of Fish & Wildlife 
 Amanda Freitas, Wildlife Ecologist Kim Gaffett, The Nature Conservancy 
 Nancy Fullerton, Librarian (volunteer) Howard Ginsberg, Research Entomologist 
 Kyle Hess, Wildlife Biologist Assistant Sarah Gaines, Living Landscape Studio 
 Kimberly Justham, Heritage Data Clerk Stephen Hale, US EPA – Atlantic Ecology Division, ret. 
 Thomas E. Kutcher, Wetlands Ecologist Emilie Holland, US Federal Highway Administration 
 Hope Leeson, Botanist (contract) Nancy Karraker, URI Dept. of Natural Resources Science 
 Barbara Shaughnessy, Rhody Native Assistant Robert D. Kenney, URI Grad. School of Oceanography, ret. 
 Kira M. Stillwell, Program Administrator Keith T. Killingbeck, URI Dept. of Biological Sci., ret. 
  Hugh Markey, Teacher, Pilgrim H.S.; Journalist/Writer 
  Bryan Oakley, Eastern CT State U., Dept. of Enviro. Earth Sci. 
  Lou Perrotti, Roger Williams Park Zoo 
  Malia Schwartz, Asst. Director for Research, URI - GSO 
  Jonathan Scoones, Audubon Society of RI 
  Dennis Skidds, Nat. Park Serv. - NE Costl & Bar. Network 
  Stan Tragar, CPA, emeritus 
  Marty Wencek, RI DEM, Division of Water Resources 

32 Organizational Members 
Applied Bio-Systems, Inc.  
Barrington Land Conservation Trust 
Block Island Bird Banding Station 
Burrillville Land Trust 
Cumberland Land Trust 
Denelle Realtors 
Ecosystem Solutions, Inc. 
Friends of National Wildlife Refuges RI 
Kinney Azalea Garden 
Land Conservancy of North Kingstown 
Narr. Bay Nat'l Estuarine Res. Reserve 
Ocean View Foundation, Inc.

Providence College, Dept. of Biology 
RI School of Design, Nature Lab 
RI Sea Grant College Program 
RI Zoological Society 
Richmond Conservation Commission 
RIDEM Division of Agriculture 
Roger Williams Park, Mus. of Nat. Hist. 
Roger Williams U., Center for Econ. & 
 Environmental Development 
Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation 
Save The Bay

South Kingstown Land Trust 
The Conservation Agency 
The Nature Conservancy of RI 
Tupelo Design Studio 
URI Biocontrol Lab 
URI Coastal Institute 
URI College of the Environment  
 & Life Sciences 
URI – Watershed Watch 
Watch Hill Conservancy 
Westerly Land Trust 

Survey Project Partners 
Audubon Society of RI  
Coastal Resources Mang't Council 
Cumberland Land Trust 
Narragansett Bay Coyote Study 
Narragansett Bay Estuary Prog. 
Narr. Bay Nat'l Estuarine Res. Reserve 
Norman Bird Sanctuary 
Potter League for Animals 
Eating With the Ecosystem 

NOAA 
RI DEM Div. of Agriculture 
RI DEM Div. Fish & Wildlife 
RI DEM Office Water Resource 
RI Wild Plant Society 
Richmond Rural Pres. Land Trust 
Roger Williams Park Zoo 
The Nature Conservancy, RI 
URI-Coastal Resources Center 

URI – Environmental Data Center 
URI College of the Environment  
     & Life Sciences 
URI - Cooperative Extension 
URI - Env. & Nat. Res. Economics 
URI - Natural Resources Science 
URI - Grad. School Oceanography 
Watch Hill Conservancy 

354 Individual and Family Members



We're restarting the old newsletter, 
the Rhode Island Naturalist. We are 
looking for submissions. See 
rinhs.org/ who-we-are-what-we-
do/books-newsletter/newsletter for 
guidelines.

After 9 years with 'ol' 
greeny', we're finally 

redesigning the website. 
More resources, less 

clicking around!

Financial Report  (unaudited)

 2019 2018 

Net assets as of December 31, 2018 $354,344 $302,475 

Total revenue 2019 672,923 689,418 

Total expenses 2019 631,658 637,549 

Net revenue (operations) 41,265 51,869 

Unrestricted cash (adj AR/AP) 274,432 222,130 

Temp. Rest. (Incl. Fisc. Sp.) 112,193 122,143 

Permanently Restricted (Gould Fund) 9,084 8,545 

Equity as of December 31, 2019 395,709 353,357 

The coronavirus pandemic is having a huge effect 
on our society;  it is probably only just beginning. 
Thank you for supporting our medical providers, 
first responders, and other frontline workers. 
There are many natural historical lessons in the 
present situation, from the consequences of the 
wildlife trade to the prudence of maintaining 
biological surveillance, from the way having a 
populace that understands science can ease crisis 

management to the need so 
many suddenly felt to make a 
connection with Nature. 
Because you found ways to 
support the Natural History 

Survey in 2019—our 25th anniversary—the 
organization is stronger than it's ever been and is 
reaching further than ever to connect resource 
managers, conservationists, educators and 
students, and civic minded hobbyists with each 
other and with information they need to succeed 
in their own diverse, and usually inter-related, 
projects. No one knows what lies ahead, but 
much of the Survey's work happens behind the 
scenes anyway, so with your continued support 
we expect to be "out there" as usual with 
wetlands assessments, wildlife conservation 
planning, coyote ecology research, and native 
plant enumeration in 
the coming months 
and hopefully over 
the NEXT 25 years. 

spadefoot toad pools; Ants of RI survey; coyote ecology; mapping for land trusts



Open house art exhibit (Big Daddy Turtle by Tony Monahan), Rhody Native Rosa palustris, science conference, Block Is. fungus walk w/ Larry Millman

Through dues and annual giving, you, the members, pay for innovative programs, 
workshops, and technical assistance that conservationists, researchers, and agency 

managers need to succeed in their vital work.  

THANK YOU, MEMBERS! 

Salt marsh monitoring demo by Survey wetland scientist Tom Kutcher. 
Photo: Gretchen Ertl, reprinted w/ permission of Metcalf Institute.

Mission
The Rhode Island Natural History Survey connects people

knowledgeable about Rhode Island's animals, plants, and natural systems
with each other and with those who can use that

knowledge for research, education, and conservation.

Nancy Karraker, BioBlitz 2019. Photo: URI, Beau Jones

Coyote ecology research w/ Numi Mitchell. Photo: The Conservation Agency


